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Abstract	
	 	

Valiguna	flava	(Heynemann,	1885),	a	relatively	unknown	Southeast‐Asian	land	slug,	is	recorded	for	the	first	time	in	Singapore.	
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Introduction	
	
The	 family	 Veronicellidae	 Gray,	 1840,	 consists	 of	 27	
genera	of	terrestrial	slugs	of	which	six	are	found	in	the	
Oriental	 and	 Australian	 regions.	 Until	 now,	 three	
veronicellid	species	in	two	genera	have	been	recorded	in	
Singapore	 (Tan	 &	 Woo,	 2010):	 Laevicaulis	 alte	
(Férussac,	1823),	Semperula	carusi	(Simroth,	1893),	and	
S.	 maculata	 (Templeton,	 1858).	 This	 new	 genus	 and	
species	 record	 of	 Valiguna	 flava	 (Heynemann,	 1885),	
brings	 the	 total	 number	 of	 veronicellid	 genera	 and	
species	up	to	three	and	four,	respectively.	
	
	
Observation	
	
A	 slug	 which	 was	 later	 identified	 as	 Valiguna	 flava	
(Heynemann,	 1885),	was	 found	 on	 the	 evening	 of	 7th	
July	 2014	 in	 leaf	 litter	 on	 a	mountain	bike	 trail	 in	 the	
Central	 Catchment	 Nature	 Reserve.	 The	 individual	
measured	8.0	cm	 long	and	2.5	cm	wide	 (Fig.	1).	Other	
individuals	 of	 the	 same	 species	 have	 been	 seen	 in	 the	
vicinity	since	this	sighting.	
	
	
Discussion	
	
This	 is	 the	 first	 record	 of	 Valiguna	 flava	 outside	 the	
previously	recorded	localities	of	the	islands	of	Sumatra	
and	 Borneo	 (Gomes	 et	 al.,	 2008;	 Schilthuizen	 &	 Liew,	
2008).	This	species	occurs	in	primary	forest	below	1,000	
m	 altitude	 (Schilthuizen	 &	 Liew,	 2008)	 and	 is	 usually	
found	on	 the	 forest	 floor,	 sometimes	 clustered	around	

rotten	logs	(Gomes	et	al.,	2008).	Its	effective	camouflage	
among	moist	 leaf	 litter	 could	 explain	how	 this	 species	
has	escaped	notice	thus	far	(Ho,	1995).	
	
Live	specimens	of	Valiguna	flava	have	an	oval	body	with	
a	light‐coloured	longitudinal	line	across	the	brown	and	
slightly	granulated	notum	(dorsal	region)	(Gomes	et	al.,	
2008)	(Fig.	2).	It	also	has	black	spots	distributed	across	
the	dorsum.	The	hyponotum	(ventral	region)	is	smooth	
and	 a	 homogenously	 lighter	 brown	 relative	 to	 the	
dorsum.	
	
Valiguna	 flava	was	 formerly	 treated	 as	 a	 synonym	 of	
Semperula	 maculata	 by	 Hoffman	 (1925).	 Current	
revisions	 now	 consider	 both	 species	 to	 be	 valid	 and	
assigned	 to	 different	 genera	 (Gomes	&	 Thomé,	 2004).	
Despite	 the	 relatively	 small	 area	 of	 forest	 cover	
remaining	in	Singapore,	new	discoveries	are	still	being	
unearthed,	 with	 one	 such	 example	 being	 the	 recent	
discovery	 of	 a	 new	 subspecies	 of	 Amphidromus	
atricallosus	(see	Tan	et	al.,	2011).	
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Fig.	1.	Valiguna	flava	(Heynemann,	1885)	recorded	for	the	first	
time	in	Singapore	(Photograph	by:	Tan	Siong	Kiat)	
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Fig.	2.	Valiguna	flava	(Heynemann,	1885)	exhibits	a	pale	longitudinal	mid‐dorsal	line.	The	notum	is	irregularly	marked	with	dark	
spots.	(Photograph	by:	Tan	Siong	Kiat)	


